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Today’s daf begins with the Halochos of 3 nnw.

The Mishnah at the beginning of the Perek said;
POTO VRN IIPNIPAIY I WIR DWTN DO MR WIN PAM2
-

Ifhe built a new house or bought new clothing he recites the
Bracha »niw.

The Bracha of 3’ nnw, is an expression of thanks to Hashem,
for the nnnw - the joy of acquiring something new

Hence the following;

D2 RZPI I PRW ROR W KD RIT 27 ION -

Rav Huna limits this to where the item is entirely new to him
and he does not already have something similar to this new
item.

R’ Yochanan disagrees and says that one recites
sh’hechayanu on any new item, even if he previously owned
a similar item.

In the Gemora we have two versions of the machlokes of
Rav Huna and R’ Yochanan.

The various degrees of newness and joy, are as follows;

1. DN R¥P 15 PR - He never owned an item such as
this, even from an inheritance.

2. Dn2 R8P 15 W - He previously had an item such as
this from an inheritance. But, this is the first time that he
bought this item, or received it as a gift.

3, M wm mp - He once already bought such an item,
and now buys a similar item.

The different opinions are based on the question, what
degree of newness brings sufficient joy, for which the
Chachamim obligated one in a Bracha of w»niw.
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The next Halacha mentioned in the Mishnah was:

Y7 5V P m2100 SV 72107 SY pen Ivan Sy 7an -

The Bracha n»ri 7 P is said on misfortune, even though
it will have a favorable outcome in the future.

As an example; his field was flooded. Although, in the future,
when the water recedes, the sediment left behind will
fertilize and improve his field, resulting in much benefit.
However,

N7 7707 RPHD ROW? -

Right now, his current crop is lost or damaged, resulting in
substantial loss.

In this case, nR7 7 P72 1s said, because the Bracha is
always based on the present situation.

So too, the Bracha 2'vmm 2100 is said on a favorable
occurrence, even though it will result in misfortune.

As an example; he found a bundle of money. In those days,
the king would confiscate it. However,

N7 720 RPD ROW7T -

Right now, he has the money. In this case, 20nm 10N is said,
based on the present.

The next Halacha mentioned in the Mishnah was:

RIW 0591 1 377 92005 pYIRm -

One who davens for something that has already passed, that
is a Nw non - a Tefillah in vain.

The Mishnah gave two examples. The first example is:
NN INWR 1NN - His wife is pregnant, and he davens for a
701 - a male baby. It is considered a Xy nYon - a tefillah in
vain.

The Gemara remarks, that apparently the reason such a
prayer is considered a tefillas shav is that such a tefillah
cannot help, since the baby’s gender is already determined.

The Gemara asks, that we find that when Leah became
pregnant after she already had six sons, she had the following
concern. She knew thatiax apy would have 12 pvaw. She
already had six sons, Bilhah and Zilpa each had two sons, for
atotal of ten. If she had another son, that would leave only
one more son for Rochel to bear.

Therefore, she davened that if the fetus in her womb is a male
it should be transformed into a female, so that her sister
Rachel should be able to give birth to two Shevatim, equal to
the number of shevatim that Bilaah and Zilpa each had.

RS 6 7
napal 2 2
795t 2 2
5m 2 1
Total 12 12

The resulting birth was 717. Thus, we see that it is possible to
transform the gender of the fetus through Tefillah.
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The Mishnah gives another example of Xiw n%on.
PYIFME NP VOV JITNRD P eeereeeee

If one is on the road and hears cries coming from the city, he
should not pray that the cries are not be from his house, for in
effect, he is praying to undo something that has already
happened.

The Gemara relates, however, that jpt1557- once heard
screaming from the city and - instead of praying that it
should not be from his house - he declared based on his great
bitachon in Hashem:

TP PN T PRY IR M0 - [ am certain that the screaming is
not coming from my house.

The Gemara concludes: ;X7 X5 7Y AVIHWN , IR 1NI7 POV
m21mva1a5 oy - Regarding Hillel we can apply the posuk
that says: Of bad tidings he will have no fear, his heart is firm
and confident in Hashem.

The Gemara relates that "o 7”2 5XpnY’ "3 once noticed a
7150 exhibiting fear while accompanying him in the
marketplace of Tzion Sensing that his student’s fear
stemmed from a lack of bitachon. R’ Yishmael said to him:
“You are a sinner” for the posuk states: oRXom 173211719 -
Sinners were afraid in Tzion.

The student asked R’ Yishmael: But we also find a
posuk to the contrary: 7»n 7191 DIR WK - Fortunate is the
man who is always fearful.

R’ Yishmael answered: 212 7mn 1272 87 - The latter posuk
speaks specifically of one who is fearful about forgetting his
Torah learning, and is thereby prompted to review often, but

any other type of fear is not desireable.
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The next Halacha mentioned in the Mishnah was:

INRR] NNRIINDID] DOR - DN 7720 1735 01217
INRR] DNWININTI01 D NY - VIR INIRNIY 12

The Gemara spells out in detail, the text of these Tefillos,
recited upon entering and leaving the city.

The Gemora then teaches various other Tefillos and Brachos
- some of which are recited daily, and others are recited
periodically under certain circumstances:

Some of these Brachos and Tefillos are:

yRon 25 01037 - A Tefillah upon entering and exiting a
bathhouse.

D7 vpno 00 - A Tefillah before and after letting blood.
RO57 2% 01037 - ATefillah upon entering and leaving the
bathroom.

mon 5p w'b 01237 -A Tefillah before going to sleep
Among these tefillos we find mwpa not to be harmed during
these activities. To which »ax says: X317 WIR P9 RS -
When one davens for help upon entering a dangerous
situation he should not spell out in his Tefillah the possible
disaster, because wpb v taught:

TOWS Yo DTIR NN’ SR 09 - A person should never give the
Satan an opening.

For by mentioning a possible disaster that might happen to
him, one could bring the disaster upon himself.

The Gemara then elaborates on the 3nwn m>on - the Brochos
recited each morning. The Gemara quotes their text, and
when to say each one of them.

The Gemorah now turns to the next Halacha taught in the
Mishnah.

7207 5V T1anw 0w NN SY 7125 0TR 27N:

One is obligated to make a Brachah for misfortune that befell
him, just as he makes a brachah for a good occurrence.

The Gemara explains that although the text of the two
Brachos are different, as the Bracha on something bad is 7172
nHRA 17 whereas the Brachah on something good is2on 72
0P,

AW IPNARY ROR 13731 K - The Mishnah uses the word
DW) - just as - to teach that both should be accepted with joy.

The Gemara cites several sources for this concept, one of
which is the posuk in ©>nn,

IR 7172 TPWR VOV TOM -

TYPWR VOWN DRI - TPWR TOMN DR

1omn 117 is saying; whether I receive Chesed - kindness, or
Mishpat - justice and punishment, I sing to you Hashem.
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To this end, the Gemara cites the famous saying of R2pY *27:
TP 205 RIOAT TYT 53 WD A DIR R DMWY -

Regardless of what happens to him, a person should always
be accustomed to say, “Whatever Hashem does, He does for
the best.”

The Gemara then illustrates this concept with the
well-known story that happened with R’ Akiva while
travelling. One day he could not find lodging, and had to
sleep in the field. During the night, a wind blew out R’
Akiva’s lamp, a cat came and ate his rooster, and a lion ate his
donkey. After each misfortune, R’ Akiva lived up to his
teaching and said: 72 205 XA 72T 5.

In the end, the kindness of Hashem became evident. During
the night, the city was invaded by an army. R’ Akiva was
spared because he was sleeping in the field. He went
unnoticed by the captors, due to the fact that his lamp was
extinguished, and his animals were gone and did not make
any noise. R’ Akiva said: Did I not tell you that whatever
Hashem does, He does for the best.
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